Enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay of black pigment dispersing hormone from the fiddler crab, Uca pugilator.
An enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay was developed for black pigment dispersing hormone (BPDH) obtained from the fiddler crab, Uca pugilator. Immunoreactive BPDH, as high as 8.8 +/- 0.9 ng/50 microliters, was found in the hemolymph of crabs with dispersed black pigment. High potassium saline caused 4.5 +/- 0.4 ng immunoreactive BPDH to be released into the medium from isolated crab eyestalks in 5 min.